
March 2019 

 Somewhere right now a church is losing its lead pastor. For 
whatever reason, this man is leaving, the church has moved into 
a time of transition, and the members feel like they’ve had the 
wind knocked out of them. I simply want to hearten you with six 
biblical truths. 

God will be with this church at all times. You are not forsaken. God is with your    
congregation. “I will never leave your or forsake you,” (Heb 13:5). Pastors will come and 
go. Only God will never leave us. And the presence of God is more vital to the life of the 
church. 

 God is in control. God “works all things according to the counsel of His will” (Eph. 
1:11). Do you believe that? This pastoral transition is not happening outside of the will of 
God. God is working this according to the counsel of his will. So the question is not, 
“Who is in control?” The question is, “Will you rest in him by trusting him?” 

God plans good out of this transition. It might not feel good right now, but God has 
promised that he works all things together for the good of his people (Rom 8:28). That’s 
how awesome God is: even those things that don’t feel good are used for good. It might 
not be the good you have in mind, but it is good. Therefore, walk forward in faith. 

It’s okay to weep. While good will come out this pastoral transition, that doesn’t remove 
the deep sadness. Losing your pastor hurts. I’m reminded of how the Ephesian elders 
wept at Paul’s goodbye: “And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed 
with them all. And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and 
kissed him, being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they 
would not see his face again. And they accompanied him to the ship” (Acts 20:36-38).  

Ministry must go on. Notice what the Great Commission does not say, “Go therefore 
and make disciples . . . if you have a pastor.” The Great Commission doesn’t include 
any conditionals. Does ministry become a bit harder without a pastor leading? Probably 
so, but if he was a good pastor, he will have obeyed Ephesians 4:11-12 by equipping 
the saints for the work of the ministry. In the interim, you and the lay leadership of the 
church must make sure ministry continues.  

The church must not scatter.  Jesus promised the flock would scatter at his crucifixion 
(Mat 26:31). For a season, that’s exactly what happened. The same often happens in 
churches during pastoral transition. Because “their” pastor is no longer there or ministry 
begins to lag, folks trickle out. Some reasons might be legitimate, but this is also the 
time in which the congregation should most strongly gather together for support and   
encouragement. Work more diligently to stay bound together in unity and love. This will 
be a season of testing for you. I know you didn’t ask for it, but with God’s help, you’ll   
endure it. 

For churches currently in this situation: May the interim bring blessings you never ex-
pected, and I pray that God provides a new pastor for your church soon. 

By Ben Simpson 

https://www.9marks.org/by-author/ben-simpson/


March Birthdays 
  1 Jerry Turnwall 

 9 Linda Sample 

12  Miriam Howard 

18  Michael Crespin 

 Max Ulrich 

21  Bernard Iverson 

23  Carlee Hauska 

24  Rebecca Stoody 

27 Eileen Seris 

March Anniversaries  
 

  2 William & Donna Barnhart 

16  Max & Mary Ulrich 

22 Janet & Michael Willis 

  
 If  we have missed your  

birthday or anniversary, please call the 

church office so that we can update 

the records. 

 
 

WELCA 
 

March 2nd, 9:30 am— 
WELCA General Meeting 

 
Love Circle —March 18th— 

7:00 pm at Immanuel,  
                      Diane Filipe—hostess  

   

Priscila/Ruth Circle —March 13th— 
1:00 pm—Shirley Uhrich’s,  

 1517 64th Avenue 

 

Flowers:  Love Circle 
Please call the church office, 352-3003,       

for additional information 

 

 

Sewing Group 

 

Please join us… 
 

Sewing dates for  
               March are: 

Tuesday, March 5th and Thursday, 
March 21st at 9:30 am 

Tied in Faith 
 

March 13th & 30th 
9 am—Noon 

If you have any prayer concerns, please fill 
out a prayer card found in the pew or     

contact any prayer team member. 

 

Roma Arithson  330-7984 
Linda Inselman  506-0305 
Diana Fuller     356-3829 
Shirley Marine  353-4036 
Don Peterson    506-9020 
Diane Filipe     576-4290 
Janet Willis     356-6046 

Our Immanuel Family 

 

Charlotte Strandberg passed away on January 29, 2019.  
Private family services were held at Sunset Memorial Gardens. 

 

Please notify the church office of births, deaths, marriages, address changes or other news and events. 

 Jacqui Larson was appointed to the 
EFTF committee. 

 Plans were finalized for Lenten        
services. 

 The flooring committee was           
commissioned and will begin work. 

 
********** 

Join us for our next meeting in the   
Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 @ 6:30 pm 

CHURCH  
COUNCIL 
REPORT 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars will be disbursed in March.  Requests need to be turned in to the                                  
Church Office by March 3rd. 

Request forms can be found on the table at the rear of the sanctuary. 



NEWS from LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY   

 

Every week Campus Ministry offers students food for their bodies, minds and spirits. Your prayers, food and financial 
support make it possible for young adults to explore the gifts God gives and ways to share those gifts. Don’t forget that 
Thrivent members can designate Thrivent Choice Dollars to Lutheran Campus Ministry and those dollars expire March 
31! Go to www.thrivent.com and sign in to your account to direct your Choice Dollars. To learn about all the ways you 
can support Campus Ministry please contact Pastor Deb Abbott at Lutheran Episcopal Campus Ministry at University of 
Northern Colorado by visiting www.lecmgreeley.org or for Lutheran Campus Ministry at Colorado State University con-
tact Pastor Paul Judson by visiting www.lcmcsu.org. Thank you! 

 

The January-March edition of 
Christ in Our Home is available to be picked up on the cabinet in the Narthex. 

                      
                            Youth                    Alive   
 
 

THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!  

 
With your help, Immanuelõs Youth donated your generous gifts to the Weld Food Bank  

to help òtackle hungeró in our community! 

Thank you! 

++++++++++ 

Immanuel Youth – 
YouΩre Invited to 

A Matinee Movie!  
άWonder Parkέ 

DATE: Sunday, March 24 
TIME: To Be Determined 

PLACE: Cinemark 12 Greeley Mall 
The Youth Group Fund will purchase the tickets for the youth of Immanuel. 

Adults are welcome to join us! 
Please RSVP to Amy H. by Sunday, March 17 so she can buy the tickets!         

Thank you! 
 

 
 

http://www.thrivent.com/
http://www.lecmgreeley.org/
http://www.lcmcsu.org/


Lenten Challenge 2019 
Immanuel Lutheran Funds a Farm . . . E I E I O! 

 
People all over the world are in need for sustainable ways to raise a family. Through the 
ELCA GOOD GIFTS program, we can purchase farm animals to help families get a start. 

 
Commit your spare change or add the same amount to the bank every day during Lent. 

Pick up your barn bank at the back of the church and help Immanuel Fund a Farm . . . 

E I E I O! 
 

 
 

See what your $$ will buy / Per Day during Lent (PDDL) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Make checks payable to Immanuel Lutheran Church with  
ñfarmò on the memo line. 

Cow - $500/$50 a share  $12.50/$1.25 PDDL 
 
Goat - $50    $1.25 per day PDDL 
 
Pig - $30    $0.75 per day PDDL 
 
10 chicks and a rooster - $15  $0.38 per day PDDL 
 
Honey bees - $20   $0.50 per day PDDL 
 
Fish Farm - $250   $6.25 per day PDDL 
 
Pair of Oxen and a plow -  
$1000/$100 a share   $25/$2.50 per day PDDL 
 
Family Farm - $715   $17.88 per day PDDL 



LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE-HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 

 

March 6 Ash Wednesday Service   7:00 pm 

 

March 13 Soup Supper    6:00 pm 

  Lenten Service   7:00 pm 

 

March 20 Soup Supper    6:00 pm 

  Lenten Service   7:00 pm 

 

March 27 Soup Supper    6:00 pm 

  Lenten Service   7:00 pm 

 

April 3  Soup Supper    6:00 pm 

  Lenten Service   7:00 pm 

 

April 10 Soup Supper    6:00 pm 

  Lenten Service   7:00 pm 

 

April 14 Palm Sunday Worship Service     10:30 am 

 

   
 

Lenten Offerings will be divided between the Success Foundation (which helps pay for 
school lunches at District Six) and the Weld Food Bank. 

SOUP SUPPERS 

 

Immanuel WELCA is again hosting the Soup Suppers. 

 
 

There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.   
Each week members can sign-up to bring soup, be the host/hostess,  

 bring cookies, relish or bread. 
 

The dates for the Suppers are listed on each sheet. 
 

There is no Soup Supper on Ash Wednesday or during Holy Week.               
For questions, please call Julie Elmquist at 330-6679. 
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I MMANUEL   

     L UTHERAN   
          CHURCH  
 

PURPOSE  STATEMENT  

I MMANUEL  IS  CALLED  TO  PROCLAIM  THE  

LIFE , DEATH  AND  RESURRECTION  OF  

CHRIST ; TO  PROVIDE  PLACES AND   

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  WORSHIP  AND   

FELLOWSHIP ; AND  TO  BE THE  SPIRIT  OF 

CHRIST  IN  THE  WORLD . 
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We welcome and encourage submissions  
for our newsletter. Please make all  
submissions in writing. We prefer that the  
material be submitted in electronic form, if 
possible. All material is subject to editing 
for content, clarity and style, as needed. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 15th 
of every month. 
 
Please forward your submission by mail     
to 1865 14

th
 Ave., Greeley, CO 80631,      

by fax to 970-352-7096, or by email to     
office@immanlutheran.org 
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