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“WELCOME TO IMMANUEL”
INSIDE, OUTSIDE, AND ONLINE WORSHIP
Note that our guidelines will evolve over time as restrictions increase or decrease.
Thank you for your faithful flexibility as we worship our beloved Lord and Savior!
INSIDE
• Please practice social-distancing. Save important conversations and visiting for
outside where it is safer.
• Masks are required inside and advisable outside.
Pick up your bulletin on the table inside and put your offering (or pledge) in the
offering plate.
• Let the usher know if you have a preference where you would like to sit. They
will try to seat you based on your group size and your preference.
• Talk as little as possible and only in a soft voice.
• Only the worship leaders sing and speak out. Hum the songs if you feel so led.
• Communion cups/wafers are already set up in the pews. Put the used cups
back in the wooden holder when you are finished.
• The usher will dismiss you.
• Inside worship is inevitably different than before the pandemic. For the best
experience, you may want to view it as a more reflective time enjoyed in a
beautiful, sacred space where you can listen, share in communion, and attend
to God.
OUTSIDE
• Safer than inside worship, outside worship doesn’t require masks in your
vehicle—although masks are advisable when interacting with others like the
usher who brings you:




Your bulletin.
Your combined communion cup & wafer.
An offering box to put your offering (or pledge card).

•

Please turn your car radio to this radio station:
FM 90.9

•

Feel free to sing and join in as loudly as you want during worship.
Take home the used communion cups and dispose of them.

•

Outside worship reminds us of the fun and comradery of the summer parking-lot
worship. It is a way of worshipping more closely with others while staying safe in
our vehicle. Like the inside worship, communion is offered.

ONLINE

•

The safest and most convenient worship experience, online worship involves
just a few steps:







•

If you wish to celebrate communion, prepare ahead of time
bread or cracker, as well as juice or wine.
Go to www.immanlutheran.org on your computer,
smartphone, tablet, etc.
View or print out the bulletin before watching the service. You
may also request to have a paper bulletin mailed to you each
week.
Click on the video link and worship!

Online worship is the safest and most convenient worship experience. It is recommended for the most vulnerable. Although missing the social element of worshiping together inside or outside, the online worship can in some ways feel the
most “normal.”

Welcome to Worship!
We are a “Church Together”
God calls us to be a church together as we find ourselves physically
separated, but spiritually united as one community of God. Whether
you are a visitor or longtime member, you are welcome to join us in
worshiping Jesus Christ. You might do this by:
•

Using this bulletin as a devotional.

•

Watch and follow the worship video on our website at
www.immanlutheran.org.

Offerings may be mailed to the office:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
1865 14th Avenue
Greeley, CO 80631
Contact the Office and Pastor:
Office phones (970-352-3003) will be monitored during office
hours and messages responded to in a reasonable manner.
For the safety of everyone during this pandemic, we have been
advised to not have in-person meetings or visits. If you have a
pastoral concern, either call the office and leave a message to
set up a time to converse with Pastor Daren, or if urgent, text
or call Pastor Daren at 760-814-5171.

Sunday, December 13, 2020
Third Sunday of Advent
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah vs 3

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
God of goodness and loving kindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
Amen.
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THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our
ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit,
we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1The

spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
4They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
4

8For

I the LORD love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 126
1When

the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue
with shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
5Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
3The

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
16Rejoice

always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not
quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of
evil.
23May

the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he
will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia.
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GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
6There

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
19This

is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed
and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And
they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him,
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do
you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said.
24Now

they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him,
“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water.
Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was
baptizing.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Homily
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Hymn of the Day: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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verses 1,5

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to
this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for
all of creation. Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the
rhythms of nature to make their living.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for one another. Be present with the
leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their
actions.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
9

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our
spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation
and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need.
Make your church a place of refuge and healing.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
Offering
Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we
care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Communion
After all have communed:
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen
11

Prayer after Communion:
Let us pray:
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that
day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to
make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your
name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sending
Purpose and Mission Statements:
Immanuel is called to proclaim the life, death and
resurrection of Christ; to provide places and
opportunities for worship and fellowship; and to be the
spirit of Christ in the world.
Lutheran-Episcopal Campus Ministry gathers in Christ’s
name to share God’s love, to ask questions, to grow in
faith, to respect and nurture our differences,
and to serve others.

Blessing
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Sending Hymn:

Christ, Be Our Light

verses 1,5
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord; Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worship Leaders
Pastor:
Organist:

Rev. Dr. Daren Erisman
Stan Elmquist

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday: 8:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.
Pastor Daren Erisman
Office: 352-3003, Cell: 760-814-5171, email: reverisman@gmail.com
In this time of COVID19, Please feel free to make appointments with
Pastor Daren by calling or emailing him at the above phone numbers or email address.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Thursday, December 24 – 2:00 pm Inside Service
4:00 pm Outside Service

WEEK OF DECEMBER 13, 2020
Sunday, December 13

10:30 am

Holy Communion—Third Sunday of Advent
***********

•

It’s not too late to turn in your pledge for 2021. Mail your pledge to the church office or place
in the offering plate. Your pledge helps council develop a budget for 2021. Thank you for supporting the programs at Immanuel.
***********
VOLUNTEERS
Greeter:
Assisting Minister:
Communion Setup:
Tellers:
Ushers:

Sunday, December 13
Julie Elmquist
Marcia Hutton
Cindy Thompson
Bev Peterson, Brenda Turnwall
TBD

Sunday, December 20
Julie Elmquist
Marcia Hutton
Cindy Thompson
Linda Sample, Janet Johnson
TBD

Worship is now being held inside with COVID restrictions, outside in the parking lot via FM and
live streaming online. Please choose a way to worship that is best for you and your family.

***********

Dick Hay
Roma Arithson
Susan Truchses
Rodger Arithson
Shirley Marine
LaVina Schmahl
Family and Friends dealing with COVID

Immanuel’s ASAP team has been and STILL IS keeping you in prayer.
If you have concerns or praises for the team,
contact Pastor in the church office or any member of the prayer team.
Roma Arithson, Dianna Fuller, Diane Felipe, Shirley Marine, Don Peterson, Janet Willis

**********
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Celebrating birthdays this week are:
December 14 – Elaine Morrison
16 – Luke Larson
18 – Tim Adams
Karen Karst
19 – Wayne Alm
Anniversaries this week are:
December 15—Carlee & Cody Hauska

**********
Your Immanuel Council is aware of the rising COVID numbers
and will be monitoring the situation.
Council is ready to comply with any health mandates that may be issued.
Meanwhile, you have the option to worship in person, in the parking lot or on-line.
Inside, social distancing is designed to exceed the 6 feet distancing recommendation,
masks must be worn at all times, and congregational responses and singing will be
strongly discouraged.
In the parking lot, you will tune in to an FM station to hear and participate in worship.
Communion will be provided for those worshiping in the parking lot. And, on-line, the
worship service will be live- streamed. You will be able to worship at home at the same
time with those worshiping inside the church and in the parking lot.
Thank you for responsibly choosing the worship option each week that will work best
for you and your Immanuel family members during this health crisis.

Lap Quilts for Indoor Services
If you chose not to bring your own blanket for services, we have lap
quilts you can purchase for $10.00/each.
If you would like a bigger quilt or a fleece blanket, shop our sewing
display room off the Fellowship Hall.
All items are for sale. Proceeds are used to purchase supplies,
participate in Immanuel projects and assist in paying for repairs.
Immanuel Sewing Group

Any questions? Call Bev Peterson at 970.324.0106

Immanuel Giving Tree
In an effort to keep everyone safe this year, Immanuel will be collecting
monetary donations through Friday, December 18, 2020.
The collected funds will be used to benefit local families in need.
If you are able to help, please note on your donation that funds are for
the Giving Tree.
Please send contributions to:
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1865 14th Ave, Greeley, CO 80631
**********

ANNUAL REPORT
Please submit all items for the Annual Report to
Denise in WORD format to

office@immanlutheran.org

by Thursday, December 31, 2020.

**********
If you have information that needs to be added to the weekly
update, please contact Denise in the church office at 352-3003 or
email to: office@immanlutheran.org.

