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“WELCOME TO IMMANUEL”
INSIDE, OUTSIDE, AND ONLINE WORSHIP
Note that our guidelines will evolve over time as restrictions increase or decrease.
Thank you for your faithful flexibility as we worship our beloved Lord and Savior!

INSIDE
• Please practice social-distancing. Save important conversations and visiting for
outside where it is safer.
• Masks are required inside and advisable outside.
Pick up your bulletin on the table inside and put your offering (or pledge) in the
offering plate.
• Let the usher know if you have a preference where you would like to sit. They
will try to seat you based on your group size and your preference.
• Talk as little as possible and only in a soft voice.
• Only the worship leaders sing and speak out. Hum the songs if you feel so led.
• Communion cups/wafers are already set up in the pews. Put the used cups
back in the wooden holder when you are finished.
• The usher will dismiss you.
• Inside worship is inevitably different than before the pandemic. For the best
experience, you may want to view it as a more reflective time enjoyed in a
beautiful, sacred space where you can listen, share in communion, and attend
to God.
OUTSIDE
• Safer than inside worship, outside worship doesn’t require masks in your
vehicle—although masks are advisable when interacting with others like the
usher who brings you:




Your bulletin.
Your combined communion cup & wafer.
An offering box to put your offering (or pledge card).
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•

Please turn your car radio to this radio station:
FM 90.9

•

Feel free to sing and join in as loudly as you want during worship.
Take home the used communion cups and dispose of them.

•

Outside worship reminds us of the fun and comradery of the summer parking-lot
worship. It is a way of worshipping more closely with others while staying safe in
our vehicle. Like the inside worship, communion is offered.

ONLINE

•

The safest and most convenient worship experience, online worship involves
just a few steps:






•

If you wish to celebrate communion, prepare ahead of time
bread or cracker, as well as juice or wine.
Go to www.immanlutheran.org on your computer,
smartphone, tablet, etc.
View or print out the bulletin before watching the service. You
may also request to have a paper bulletin mailed to you each
week.
Click on the video link and worship!

Online worship is the safest and most convenient worship experience. It is recommended for the most vulnerable. Although missing the social element of worshiping together inside or outside, the online worship can in some ways feel the
most “normal.”
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Welcome to Worship!
We are a “Church Together”
God calls us to be a church together as we find ourselves
physically separated, but spiritually united as one community of God. Whether you are a visitor or longtime member,
you are welcome to join us in worshiping Jesus Christ.
Offerings may be mailed to the office:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
1865 14th Avenue
Greeley, CO 80631
Contact the Office and Pastor:
Office phones (970-352-3003) will be monitored during
office hours and messages responded to in a reasonable manner. For the safety of everyone during this pandemic, we have been advised to not have in-person
meetings or visits. If you have a pastoral concern, either call the office and leave a message to set up a time
to converse with Pastor Daren, or if urgent, text or call
Pastor Daren at 760-814-5171.
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Sunday, May 9, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above
all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire;
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48
44While

Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard
the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on
the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling
God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 98
1Sing

a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
2O LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house
of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
5Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
8Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to
judge the earth.
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6
1Everyone

who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey
his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory
that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6This

is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the
one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Children’s Message

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide
in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in
his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be complete.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command
you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from
my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will
give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.”
12

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Homily

Hymn of the Day: Where Charity and Love Prevail (ELW 359)
Verses 1 & 5
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast
love.
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for
joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of
land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with
them in praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless
mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss
their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever.
We remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love
throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in your lasting love.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
Offering

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

10

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Communion
After all have communed:
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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Prayer after Communion:
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

Sending
Purpose and Mission Statements:
Immanuel is called to proclaim the life, death and
resurrection of Christ; to provide places and
opportunities for worship and fellowship; and to be the
spirit of Christ in the world.
Lutheran-Episcopal Campus Ministry gathers in Christ’s
name to share God’s love, to ask questions, to grow in
faith, to respect and nurture our differences,
and to serve others.

Blessing

12

Sending Hymn: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! (ELW 393)

Verses 1 & 5
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord;
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worship Leaders
Pastor:
Pianist:

Rev. Dr. Daren Erisman
Marcia Hutton
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Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday: 8:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.
Pastor Daren Erisman
Office: 352-3003, Cell: 760-814-5171, email: reverisman@gmail.com
In this time of COVID19, please feel free to make appointments with
Pastor Daren by calling or emailing him at the above phone numbers or email address.

Week of May 9, 2021
Sunday, May 9

10:30 am

Monday, May 10

Mother’s Day
Holy Communion—Sixth Sunday of Easter

Common Sense Cleaning Church Building

Tuesday, May 11

6:30 pm

Committees & Council

Wednesday, May 12

9-Noon

Tied in Faith

Sunday, May 16

10:30 am
11:30 am

Holy Communion—Seventh Sunday of Easter
Graduation Celebration for Gema Martinez-Padilla

***********
VOLUNTEERS
Greeter:
Assisting Minister:
Communion Setup:
Tellers:
Ushers: IndoorOutdoor -

Sunday, May 9
Janet Willis
Julie Elmquist
Cindy Thompson
Vera Sylvester, Bob Morse
Katy Sickles, Vera Sylvester
Tim Adams & Shirley Marine

Sunday, May 16
Vera Sylvester
Julie Elmquist
Cindy Thompson
Linda Sample
Cheryl Clausen, Juan Cruz
Matt & Molly Ward

**********

Congratulations to our 2021 high school graduate –
Gema Martinez-Padilla

Please join us for a reception to celebrate!
Sunday, May 16, 2021
immediately following the worship service.
We are so proud of you and your accomplishments!

Dick Hay
Susan Truchses

Roma Arithson
Rodger Arithson

Family and Friends dealing with COVID

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays this week:
May 13—Matt Ward
Anniversaries this week:
May 14 – Nicholas & Shannon Alm
***********

Spring Benevolence
Campaign

Members of Immanuel Lutheran Church— we will be working with two
local organizations to support their efforts during the Mother's Day
through Father's Day benevolence campaigns. These organizations walk
individuals and families through services that heal, strengthen, and
provide hope! Both organizations have a local presence in Greeley
and in Northern Colorado so we will be helping members of our larger
community beyond our church walls.
Funds will be split evenly between Lutheran Family Services of Rocky
Mountains and the Resource Center. Collectively, these organizations provide critical resources for issues ranging from adoption, foster
care, and family support and education.
Simply designate your special offering during this period by noting
either “L.F.S.” or “Resource Center” in the memo line on checks or
special offering envelopes.
Thanks for your generosity and prayerful consideration.

IMMANUEL ORGAN FUND

Immanuel has established a fund to replace the organ. Our current instrument is old
and we are at the point that repairs are more costly and more frequent. In reality, the
organ may no longer work within the next few years. Since this will be a sizeable investment, we need to consider our move toward the future. What will worship at Immanuel look like in the next 5 to 10 years? What type of instrument will be needed to
accommodate that vision? How can this investment reach out to the community?
Council has begun to look into these questions and has started searching for options
that are available. We will be looking for the congregation’s help and opinions as we
answer these questions. In the meantime, we know this will be a costly investment and
have established the organ fund to begin addressing the financial needs for this project. Please prayerfully consider how you might be a part of this project.

**********

Prayer Shawl Ministry
This is a ministry of prayer and love for those in need. Prayer shawls are usually given in a
time of transition in life, illness, emotional or spiritual upheaval, or for a time of celebration
like birth or a marriage. The shawl serves as a tangible reminder to each person that they
are covered in God’s love each time they wear the shawl.
Prayer Shawls have their origin in the Old Testament. In Biblical times, the Jewish men
wore the prayer shawl at all times, not just at prayer. Prayers shawls have been made informally and silently for centuries. As it is being made, the maker will offer prayers asking
God to bless and comfort whoever will receive the shawl. Most prayer shawls will incorporate the number 3, to represent the Trinity.
This ministry is intensely private and prayerful, a gift of love and concern. They are universal, they comfort and enfold, they wrap and warm, they shelter and beautify. Those who
receive a shawl and those who make a shawl are loved and blessed. But most important
are the prayers that go with it. Prayers to let the recipient know that someone on earth
cares for them and that God is always there.

Stitched in Prayer – Given in Love
The ASAP team has been given a few completed prayer shawls that need a good home.
If you know of someone who is in need of such a gift, please contact Janet Willis, 3566046. If you would like to learn to make a prayer shawl, need yarn, or a prayer shawl in
certain colors, please contact Susan Truchses.

As Immanuel continues to live stream and record services, we are in need of additional
people to help with this process. Following is a job description for this media position. If you
are interested in this position or have questions, please contact Pastor Daren, 352-3003, or
any council member.

MEDIA POSITION
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
• We are looking for…
 Someone to help in the video recording of services and the updating of the church
•

•


website to enable access to those services.
Training:
The Media person will be trained by Pastor Daren with website work gradually
transitioned to them.
Responsibilities:
Record worship services through the video camera and live-streaming through the
computer.
 Set up the video camera and be prepared to live-stream at least 15
minutes before the service.

 Regularly update the worship service links on the website.




•




Create the video and bulletin links for each service a few days before the
service is live-streamed and recorded.
Upload the recorded version of the video to YouTube and change the corresponding link on the website sometime after the service (preferably by that
evening).

Help with sound as needed.
Commitment and Compensation:
Training and supervision will be provided by Pastor Daren.
Time required - approximately four (4) hours per service, which includes the worship
service and website work during the week.
Compensation will be $60 per service.

**********
If you have information that needs to be added to the weekly
update, please contact Denise in the church office at 352-3003 or email to:
office@immanlutheran.org

